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LEONARDO da VINCI
Background Materials for Rome Film Festival 

PHOTOGRAPHIC MATERIAL

Filmmakers’ headshot (credit: Stephanie Berger):
https://drive.google.com/file/d/16jkKShw6VGnre8L3cuyksuZvSjpuQyXI/view?usp=sharing 

Film images:

Sketch of a mechanism with a tempered spring by Leonardo da Vinci. Circa 1490 (credit: Biblioteca Nacional de Espana):
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1tuMf_fWHv9o7b0A5bap_66TnspOi5qjG/view?usp=sharing

The Last Supper by Leonardo da Vinci. Circa 1494-1498 (credit: Leonardo da Vinci, Santa Maria delle Grazie, Milan, Italy):
https://drive.google.com/file/d/14nH9xP2dA-_9xsBaimx9fNqaJsapPzRz/view?usp=sharing

The Head of the Virgin in Three-Quarter View Facing Right by Leonardo da Vinci. Circa 1508-12 (credit: Leonardo da Vinci, Metropolitan Museum of Art):
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1eUggahroz_-QHTVMg3WTUMZWOa5Cmua4/view?usp=sharing

The skull sectioned by Leonardo da Vinci. Circa 1489 (credit: Royal Collection Trust / © His Majesty King Charles III, 2024 / Bridgeman Images)
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1xRU7_Wq-w7TZg8iLUZXvCetq7xuCoIOq/view?usp=sharing

The Virgin and Child with Saint Anne. Circa 1508-1517 (credit: Leonardo da Vinci, Musee de Louvre via Art Resource):
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1IEPa6aRRKi8kp0jE_q-nzbbNwLDivuf6/view?usp=sharing 

Fetus in Utero by Leonardo da Vinci. Circa 1511 (credit: Royal Collection Trust / © His Majesty King Charles III, 2024 / Bridgeman Images)
https://drive.google.com/file/d/18ssMj7QiB8ggTRq_KS-5cieipDdwHpIR/view?usp=sharing 

Lady with an Ermine by Leonardo da Vinci. Circa 1490 (credit: Czartoryski Museum, Kracow, Poland/Bridgeman Images)
https://drive.google.com/file/d/11gKZw10EJ14r7pxEHhMKy_w4gHJyNnXn/view?usp=sharing

A study of a woman’s hands (credit: Leonardo da Vinci, Royal Collection Trust via Bridgeman Images):
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1bVMhnEqD-f5UfX04PVZ4rnx7OY4KZny8/view?usp=sharing 



VIDEO MATERIAL

Trailer (30 seconds): 
https://pbs.box.com/s/dg83uaep8m76q79guigovnn0z6tifgba
 
Trailer (70 seconds): 
https://pbs.box.com/s/uoi9qx04i64ccu0vaz03ue8jnj85hpiz


PRODUCTION CREDITS

LEONARDO da VINCI is a production of Florentine Films and WETA Washington, D.C. Directed by Ken Burns, Sarah Burns and David McMahon. Written by David McMahon and Sarah Burns. Produced by Sarah Burns, David McMahon, Ken Burns and Tim McAleer. Edited by K.A. Miille and Woody Richman. Cinematography by Buddy Squires. Narrated by Keith David. The voice of Leonardo is read by the Italian actor Adriano Giannini. The musician and composer Caroline Shaw wrote and recorded original music for the film performed by Attacca Quartet, Sō Percussion and Roomful of Teeth. The executive in charge for WETA is John F. Wilson. Executive producer is Ken Burns.


TECHNICAL DATA

Nationality: U.S.A.
Format: Feature Documentary
Length: Part 1: 114 minutes; Part 2: 104 minutes; TRT: 218 minutes
Year of production: 2024
Original language: English, with interviews conducted in person’s language based on location (and subtitled into English)


FILM SYNOPSIS

LEONARDO da VINCI is a two-part, four-hour documentary directed by Ken Burns, Sarah Burns and David McMahon that explores the life and work of the 15th century polymath. Set against the rich and dynamic backdrop of Renaissance Italy, the film brings the artist’s towering achievements to life through his prolific personal notebooks, primary and secondary accounts of his life, and on-camera interviews with modern scholars, artists, engineers, inventors, and admirers.


DIRECTORS’ BIOGRAPHY AND FILMOGRAPHY

Ken Burns has been making documentary films for almost fifty years.  Since the Academy Award nominated Brooklyn Bridge in 1981, Ken has gone on to direct and produce some of the most acclaimed historical documentaries ever made, including The Civil War; Baseball; Jazz; The War; The National Parks:  America’s Best Idea; Prohibition; The Roosevelts:  An Intimate History; The Vietnam War; Country Music; The U.S. and the Holocaust; and, most recently, The American Buffalo.

Future film projects include Leonardo da Vinci, The American Revolution, Emancipation to Exodus, and LBJ & the Great Society, among others.

Ken’s films have been honored with dozens of major awards, including seventeen Emmy Awards, two Grammy Awards and two Oscar nominations.  In September of 2008, at the News & Documentary Emmy Awards, Ken was honored by the Academy of Television Arts & Sciences with a Lifetime Achievement Award.  In November of 2022, Ken was inducted into the Television Academy Hall of Fame.


Sarah Burns is the author of The Central Park Five: A Chronicle of a City Wilding (Knopf, 2011) and, along with David McMahon and Ken Burns, the producer, writer and director of the documentary The Central Park Five, about the five Black and Latino teenagers who were wrongly convicted in the infamous Central Park Jogger rape of 1989. The film premiered at the Cannes Film Festival in 2012, was named the Best Non-Fiction film of 2012 by the New York Film Critics Circle and won a 2013 Peabody Award.

She produced and directed, along with David McMahon and Ken Burns, the two-part, four hour Jackie Robinson, a biography of the celebrated baseball player and civil rights icon, which she wrote with McMahon. The film aired on PBS in April 2016 and she and McMahon were nominated for an Emmy for Outstanding Writing for a Nonfiction Program and won a WGA award for Documentary Script. 

In 2020, Burns and McMahon produced and directed a documentary about a housing project in Atlanta called East Lake Meadows: A Public Housing Story. Together with McMahon and Ken Burns, Sarah produced and directed a four-part biography of Muhammad Ali, which premiered on PBS in September 2021 and was named the best television show of 2021 by Awards Daily writer David Phillips. She and McMahon were nominated for a WGA award for Documentary Script. 
 
Her next project is a two-part documentary biography of Leonardo da Vinci, which will air on PBS in November 2024. 

Sarah was born and raised in Walpole, New Hampshire. She graduated from Yale University with a degree in American Studies, and now lives in Brooklyn, New York with her husband, David McMahon, and their children.


David McMahon has been making award-winning documentary films for more than a decade. With Ken Burns and Sarah Burns, he wrote, directed and produced The Central Park Five, a two-hour film about the five teenagers who were wrongly convicted in the Central Park Jogger case of 1989, which won a Peabody Award and Best Non-Fiction Film of 2012 from The New York Film Critics Circle. In 2016, he again teamed with Ken Burns and Sarah Burns to direct and produce Jackie Robinson, a two-part, four-hour biography of the baseball and civil rights icon, for which he and Sarah Burns were nominated for an Emmy Award for Outstanding Writing for a Non-Fiction program and won a WGA Award for documentary script. In 2020, he and Sarah Burns directed and produced East Lake Meadows: A Public Housing Story, a two-hour film about a housing project in Atlanta, which premiered on PBS that spring. In 2021, Together with Ken Burns and Sarah Burns, he produced and directed a four-part series on Muhammad Ali, which was named the best television show of the year by Awards Daily writer David Phillips. He and Sarah Burns were nominated for a WGA award for the script. He is currently at work on a two-part, four-hour film on Leonardo da Vinci, which will air nationally on PBS in November 2024. Raised in Clarence, New York, and a graduate of the University of Michigan, McMahon lives in Brooklyn, New York with his wife, Sarah Burns, and their two children.

DIRECTORS’ NOTES

“No single person can speak to our collective effort to understand the world and ourselves,” said Ken Burns. “But Leonardo had a unique genius for inquiry, aided by his extraordinary skills as an artist and scientist, that helps us better understand the natural world that we are part of and to appreciate more fully what it means to be alive and human.”

“As we set out to explore Leonardo’s life, we realized that while he was very much a man of his time, he was also interested in something more universal,” said Sarah Burns. “Leonardo was uniquely focused on finding connections throughout nature, something that strikes us as very modern today, but which of course has a long history.”
 
“Though we follow Leonardo’s personal journey and explore his artistic and scientific accomplishments, we’re also really focused on what went on in his mind and on understanding the depths of his curiosity. To do this we use material from his notebooks mixed with archival film, photos and sound, along with our cinematography and visual effects, and we’re not afraid to stray from the timeline,” said David McMahon. “Leonardo’s thinking was so unique, and in many ways timeless, that our traditional approach alone would have been insufficient.”
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